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the honourable member, therefore, shut out European immigration from
Europe? However, it is no use arguing with a person who simply does
not want to be convinced, and if we have taken the trouble to discuss
Mr. Loveday's views on the Indian question, it is because we are anxious
that those who may see his speech may not be misled by what he has
stated with reference to the economic drain and the plague.
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164. VOLKSRUST AND BRITISH INDIANS

The people of Volksrust are very much agitated over the decision
of the Supreme Court in the Indian Licensing test case. We are told
that they met on the 27th May last, at Abnerthy Hall, that "the meeting
was a gigantic success, and that the hall was crowded". They have passed
a string of resolutions, very drastic in their nature, one of which calls
upon "the whole country to establish a referendum to the people, giving
them the opportunity to assert their opposition to the introduction and
settlement of the Indian trade in this country", and calls upon the people
of Volksrust not to, either directly or indirectly, encourage Indian trade.
With all this we cannot quarrel; it is perfectly constitutional, and if there
is a general boycott instituted, the Indians cannot complain. The agita-
tion, however, seems to be utterly insincere in that the agitators have
absolutely no confidence in their ability to carry out the programme,
for in the same breath as they propose a wholesale boycott, they also
call upon the Government to introduce legislation depriving the Indians
of the right which the Supreme Court has decided they have under the
law of the country. Mr. Fisher, the chairman of the Urban Board,
suggested that, "pending legislation, by hook or by crook, they must tide
over the next few months". We do not know what the phrase means, but
we eta only say that, if it implies departure from constitutional methods,
with all deference, it is unworthy of the gentleman occupying the res-
ponsible position that Mr. Fisher does, and we hope that the Government
will take note of the undeserved difficulties that surround the position
of the Indian in the Transvaal.
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165. THE JOHANNESBURG TOWN COUNCIL
AND BRITISH INDIANS
The Town Council of Johannesburg has given notice of its intention
to introduce a Private Bill in the Legislative Council whereby, among
other things, it would ask for authority to the Council to
establish locations for Natives and Coloured Persons, and bazaars for Asiatics,
beyond the limits of the municipality, and to render any such locations or bazaars